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Words of Wisdom from our Grand Knight 

Bah, Humbug !!! 
 

 
On December 19, 1843, a novella written by Charles Dickens entitled A Christmas Carol was first published.  By 
Christmas Eve, just days later, the novella was sold out.  In 1844 thirteen additional editions of this novella were pub-
lished, each selling out quickly. 
 
I am sure that all of us remember the story of A Christmas Carol.  The novella begins on Christmas Eve in London sev-
en years after the death of Ebenezer Scrooge’s business partner, Jacob Marley. Scrooge was an elderly miser whose fru-
gality knew no limits.  If it were not for local custom, he would not allow his overworked, underpaid clerk the day off 
on Christmas. 
 
That night, Scrooge was visited by the ghost of his former partner who now wanders Earth wrapped in heavy chains and 
money boxes resulting from a lifetime of greed and selfishness.  Marley warns Scrooge that he has one chance to avoid 
the same fate and that he would be visited by three spirits and he must listen to them or be cursed forever. 
 
The first spirit, the Ghost of Christmas Past, takes Scrooge back to his boyhood and shows him a time of his young in-
nocence.  He is taken to the home of Marley’s daughter where he hears a very unflattering description of himself.  Upon 
hearing this, he demands to leave.  On the second night, the second spirit, the Ghost of Christmas Present, takes Scrooge 
to a festive market with people purchasing the makings for their Christmas dinner.  He also visits Bob Cratchit’s family 
and is introduced to his youngest son, Tiny Tim who is seriously ill.  The second spirit tells Scrooge that Tiny Tim will 
die unless certain things change.  Finally, before disappearing, the spirit mocks Scrooge for his attitude towards two 
emaciated children named Ignorance and Want.   
 
The third spirit, the Ghost of Christmas Yet to Come, shows Scrooge on Christmas Day in the future.  The ghost shows 
him scenes of the most disliked person’s funeral and is attended by locals only if lunch is provided.  Scrooge asks the 
spirit to see tenderness connected with any death; the ghost shows him Bob Cratchit and his family mourning the death 
of Tiny Tim.  The spirit then allows Scrooge to see his own tombstone which has been severely neglected over time.  
Sobbing, Scrooge pledges to change his ways. 
 
Scrooge awakens on Christmas morning a changed man.  He sends a large turkey to Bob Cratchit’s home and spends 
the afternoon at his nephew’s Christmas Party.  The following day he gives Cratchit an increase in pay and shows more 
interest in Tiny Tim’s welfare.  From then on, Scrooge treats everyone with kindness, generosity and compassion, em-
bodying the spirit of Christmas. 
 
This novella has also been described as a Christian allegory.  An allegory is a story or picture that can be interpreted to 
reveal a hidden meaning, typically a moral one.  I would suggest that the story of Scrooge is strangely similar to how 
Advent prepares within us the way for the birth of our Savior, Jesus Christ.  What do you think? 





As the pastor and as the KofC chaplain for Council 15821,  

I just wanted to add a brief note to wish all the Knights and 

 all your loved ones a blessed and enjoyable Christmas. 

 I can't thank each of you enough for all the work you do  

for the parish and the support and help you are to me.  

Know that I hugely appreciate everything that you do. 

 I will especially remember you all in my Christmas masses. 

 With prayers and best wishes,  

           Fr. Anthony  



2024 Poster Contest  Winners 

Lukas Sellner Heidi Doherty

Sofia Sellner
Annabel DePasquale

Alexsander 
Sellner



Lecture’s Minute 

Darwin Reeck 

A Story of Cashews 

A young priest, recently assigned to a large parish, was preparing for his first Christmas since being ordained.  The 

Monsignor, his boss, explained to him that he would learn valuable lessons in understanding what it takes to run a 

parish. 

The closer Christmas got, the more “glad tidings” showed up at the parish office for the two priests to share.  One 

day a beautiful tin of mixed nuts arrived.  The Monsignor took it back to the Rectory and placed it on the coffee ta-

ble in the living room that both priests shared.  The temptation was too great to ignore so, as often as they could, 

the two thought of every conceivable excuse to walk by the tin to complete a menial task.  Of course, they had to 

dip into the tin to grab a handful of nuts.  “Waste not, want not”!  Occasionally, when Monsignor wasn’t around, 

the young priest would stop and hand-sort out a few extra cashews and wolf them down. 

After a few days of this the young priest noticed that the remaining nuts were dramatically lacking the adequate 

number of cashews necessary to balance the mix.  Guilt came over him and he began to worry that the Monsignor 

would notice and lecture him about his self-indulgence.  He immediately drove to the local grocery store and pro-

ceeded to peruse every aisle until he found the baking section.  And there he was, face-to-face with the “holy grail” 

of the nut family.  He picked up a large bag of cashews and looked at the price tag.  His eyebrows raised and he 

swallowed hard.  He raced to the checkout where two elderly ladies were in front of him.  They zeroed in on his 

purchase, looked at each other with raised eyebrows, and one whispered to the other, “I thought they had to take 

a vow of poverty!”  The college-aged checkout grabbed the bag, flipped it over to find the bar code and comment-

ed, “Wow, Father, big day in the collection basket?  Party on dude!” 

The young priest, embarrassed beyond limits, picked up his brown grocery bag and headed for the parking lot like 

he was going to a fire.  “Father, forgive me”, he muttered.  “When will this nightmare end?”  As he pulled into the 

parking lot at the Rectory, the Monsignor was there to meet him.  “Busted!” he thought to himself as the driver’s 

side back door opened.  “What have you got there, son?”  Sweat was running down the forehead of the young 

priest as the Monsignor opened the bag.  “Oh, bless your heart, son.  I’ve been eating all the cashews out of the tin 

all week and feeling guilty about it.  Thank you for thinking of me.  I would never have the guts to be seen in public 

buying a bag of these.  I’m so glad you did.  Let’s go in and sample the loot!”  After opening the bag and sharing it’s 

contents, the two simultaneously realized that the cashews were not all that special and they began to laugh.  The 

Monsignor said. “I’ve got an idea.”  He proceeded to take from the tin a Brazil nut, a walnut, an almond, a hazel 

nut, four Spanish peanuts, and mixed in a new cashew.  He shook them around in his hand like casino dice and 

flung the whole works down the hatch.  He crunched and swallowed, clasped his palms together and said, “It’s the 

mixture of all the different nuts together that makes it all taste so good!” 

 



A Knights of Columbus Council can be a lot like a can of premium roasted and salted mixed nuts.  We’re a blend of 

colorful personalities and backgrounds that enhance one another;s existence.  Old mixed with young, professionals 

mixed with craftsmen, Priests mixed with lay, entrepreneurs mixed with laborers, all in our decorative “Catholic 

Container”.  Some members put in more time, volunteering for KC events than others do, while still others use their 

time and skill sets planning those events.  Ultimately, it’s the members who don’t work the event, but bring their 

entire family to eat, that make the fundraiser a true success.  While the “peanuts” buss the tables and sweep the 

floors and “cashews” present the big check at the ceremony, it’s the combination of the entire KC Council sup-

porting the event that makes “it taste so good” to the parish.  Let’s take pride in how we’re all a little nuts over the 

KC’s!!! 

IMMOKALEE REPORT 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

        This time of year is special for all of us, and particularly for the people of Immokalee.  I can personally attest to the 
gratitude the disadvantaged have for your generous donations of food, money and presents. 

        Your charity elevates the hopes of the needy in this impoverished region of the Everglades.  Generations of people 
who have spent their lives on the fringes of society with little hope of advancement now, at least for a moment, can bask in 
the benefits of your selfless giving. 

         Collections for November and December amount to over 3 tons of food delivered by our dedicated Knights.  To put 
this into perspective, this amount of sustenance can feed 30 people for one year.  Your monetary donations of over $3000 
helped to sustain Our Lady Of Guadeloupe’s many social services, helping many with drug and alcohol counseling, educa-
tion, housing and medical treatment 

        The ravages of inflation are most acutely felt by the economically disadvantaged.  For most of us, the skyrocketing 
cost of food is an annoying inconvenience, but for the poor, it can literally be a matter of survival.  Inflation 
has significantly affected food banks across the country, but I am proud to say that OLMC continues to set new records for 
food and monetary donations. 

        I don’t pretend to speak for the people of Immokalee, but I can state with assurance they deeply appreciate your 
amazing generosity during this festive time of year.  On behalf of all the Knights of Columbus Council 15821, I thank you 
all!  MERRY CHRISTMAS & HAPPY NEW YEAR! 

David C. Strout 

Program Director  



I had asked Warren to write this Christmas article but with his recent medical concerns he asked 

if someone else could write it.  So, I found myself going from editor to writer , not a spot I usually enjoy. 

Longer papers or reports were never fun for me.  Oh, I can pack a report full of Power Point slides & 

graphs as much as the next guy, but sharing thoughts and feelings not so much. 

 Warren is one of the reasons why I am speaking with you now.  He was relentless in his asking for 

me to join the Knights.  After many “NO’s” I finally had to tell him why I could not join the Knights ,” I was 

Lutheran.”  He looked shocked , and he calmly said  “We can fix that “. Maybe at a later time I can dive 

deeper into my reasons for becoming Catholic here at OLMC.  But that is a story for another time .  

 The Holidays are a  season for family, we hopefully get to spent time with our loved ones. There 

usually is a little travel involved for someone in the family, the hassles of holiday travel can be NO FUN !!!  

There is shopping to do & presents to grab.  Thank goodness for Amazon Prime !!! Sometimes there are 

favorite Christmas foods to cook, Eggnog, Cookies, & Pies. But in a few minutes of downtime I found my-

self thinking  about our 4 founding principles in the Knights of Columbus of :       

         Charity , Unity , Fraternity, & Patriotism.   

Especially the first 3 go hand in hand with Christmas.   

 Charity is the backbone of so much that we do as Knights.  Putting others first and focused on the 

Community & the Chruch.  How we support the Kingdom of God here in greater Osprey area and at OLMC 

is truly a blessing to be able to serve others !!! 

 Unity & Fraternity are so linked in my mind that they seem almost the same.  Together as Knights 

we share much.  We share a passion to serve , we share a desire to help people we don’t know  (or know 

well), we share in each others lives ( sometimes good and others not so much ) , We put our faith out 

there share it with each other.   We support each other and help to lift each other up. Catholic men being 

able to share & support each other is awesome, truly a gift to each other. 

 Do we as Knights always agree on everything , NO !!!  That is for sure !!!   But just like our families 

we work to find the BEST way forward as a team / family.  We listen to each other and look to find the 

best way to support the Council / Chruch / Family. We always assume the best intent and stand ready to 

dig in on a shared best way forward. 

 So as we get ready to celebrate the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ lets stop & think for a mo-

ment about the wonderful gift we all have been given with our own families as well as our Knights family. 

 

  From Sandy , Eric, Tim & Myself we wish you all the most Joyous Christmas. 

   The most blessed New Year and the Happiness of a life filled with Christ.  





OLMC Council #15821 

David Strout 

Knight of the Month 

November 2024 

OLMC Council #15821 

Lou & Gigi Morrell 

& Dawn Sweet 

Family of the Month 

November 2024 

Financial Report 

Nov 2024 

KCIC 

Christmas Rosary's 

Ron Balase PGK 

A.J. Magliolo PGK 





Dine in only 



                           2025 CITIZENS WITH DISABILITIES DRIVE 

Brothers, our Citizens with Disabilities Drive will be here before we know it.  We will be 

donning our bright yellow aprons and passing out Tootsie Rolls and Tootsie Pops and of 

course asking for donations after all the masses at O.L.M.C on Saturday February 1 and 

Sunday February 2, 2025.  Our PUBLIX drive will be held on Friday, Saturday and Sunday 

February 7
th
, 8

th
 and 9

th
, 2025.  On Friday and Saturday there will be 2-hour shifts from 9:00 

am until 7:00 pm.  On Sunday we will have 3 shifts from 9:00 am until 3:00 pm.  Please sign 

up to work a mass and a shift at Publix at our January 2025 officers and council meetings. 

The “Citizens with Disabilities Drive” was started in the early 1970s and has grown to in-

clude the majority of councils in the country.  It has collected and distributed more than 390 

million dollars since then.  Various councils hold the drive at different times throughout the 

year.  Our council participates the weekend before and the weekend of the Superbowl. 

Council 15821 has taken part in the “Tootsie Roll Drive” since its beginning.  We had a rocky 

start not having a suitable location in “our parish” and we inadvertently infringed on the loca-

tions of councils in other parishes.  Publix helped us out greatly by building the store in the 

plaza at the corner of U.S. 41 and Blackburn Point (Old Venice Rd.)  We have used that lo-

cation since then.  

 For many years we had to send the total collection, less the cost of the candy, to the State 

Council.  State would take 10 % to distribute to charities at the State level and then cut 

checks to our selected charities and mail them to our council for distribution.  Then the rules 

changed, and State Council cut the checks and mailed them directly to our selected chari-

ties.  Then the rules changed again and now we keep all our collection. We cut the checks 

and distribute them to our charities.  Our charities this year are Venice Special Olympics, 

Venice Challenger Baseball and Dreams are Free which is the Autism program at St. 

Marthas School in Sarasota. 

REMEMBER – please sign up at our meetings in January 2025 so I don’t have to make a 

bunch of phone calls to fill the roster.  Feel free to take a shift with your spouse or significant 

other, especially if she is a member of the Ladies Auxiliary. 

 “Citizens With Disabilities – Tootsie Roll Drive” Chair SK Ron Balaze,  
balaze2231@comcast.net, 810-610-2801. 

mailto:balaze2231@comcast.net


Giving Tree Truck  



 

Knights Gear  

#1818 News 
 

 December 1818 Christmas Dinner:  

SEE ATTACHED FLYER (BELOW) for details and respond ASAP To SK Hopfinger. Hotel Venezia; 425 U.S. 41 By-

pass North, Venice 34285 Cocktails at 5:00 pm & Dinner at 6:00 p.m. Spouses are included. Everyone who has the 

4th degree uniform to where that to the Dinner/Meeting. Color Corp members wear uniform, No need for Beret, Bal-

dric, Gloves or sword. There should be sports jacket and tie, for everyone else. Its sort of like going to your employee 

Christmas party, and dress accordingly. RSVP with Name of Attendees and Dinner Selection by 12.9.24 to Anthony 

Hopfinger 412.496.6776 or ahhopfinger@gmail.com  

Thinking about becoming a 4th Degree Knight?  Reach out to Sir Knight Joe Frech  

at 703-505-3153  or  frech.j1959@gmail.com     The next close Exemplification is on  

April 26th in Lakewood Ranch area. 

Our KofC membership Drive will be on  Jan. 4 and 5 
at all four masses. Stations will be at the church 
doors for all interested men.       Please contact : 

 

John Canevari    Cell 941-441-5242  or  johncjac1@gmail.com  to help !!! 

Knights of Columbus Florida State Council  

https://knightsgear.com/
https://www.floridakofc.org/


10th Annual 

Knights of Columbus #15821 

Golf Outing 

Sat April 26th , 2025 

 

JAN   3rd     First Friday Mass    OLMC  8:00 am Mass 

4th & 5th Guadalupe Food Mission – Bag handouts OLMC  After Each Mass 

4th & 5th Knights Membership Drive    OLMC  After Each Mass 

5th  Fraternal Brunch    ***  Noon 

7th  Take Down Creche    OLMC  After 8am Mass 

9th  Council #15821 Meeting   Hall  7:00 pm 

11th & 12th Guadalupe Food Mission – Collection             OLMC                Before Each Mass 

17th  Spaghetti Dinner Set Up   Hall  8:30 am 

18th  Spaghetti Dinner    Hall  5:00 pm 

23rd  #15821 Exemplification   Hall  7:00 pm 

24th  Knights Breakfast Set Up   Hall  8:30 am 

26th  Knights Breakfast    Hall  7:30 am 

27th  Officers Meeting    Hall  7:00 pm 

FEB  1st & 2nd   Guadalupe Food Mission – Bag handouts OLMC  After Each Mass 

  1st & 2nd Tootsie Roll Sales @ OLMC   OLMC  After Each Mass 

  6th  Council #15821 Meeting   Hall  7:00 pm 

  7th  First Friday Mass    OLMC  8:00 am 

8th & 9th Guadalupe Food Mission – Collection             OLMC                Before Each Mass 

8th & 9th Tootsie Roll Sales @ Publix   Publix  See Ron 

23rd  Set Knights Breakfast & Serve  Hall  7:00 am / TBA  

24th  Officers Meeting    Hall  7:00 pm 

 

***  “Deep Lagoon Restaurant”   

482 Blackburn Point Rd.  

Osprey FL 

941-770-3337  





Creche Set Up 12/17/24 



 

  

Saturday, April 26, 2025 
at The Waterford Golf Club 

Venice, FL O
ur Lady of Mt Carmel

K
nights of Columbus Golf Outin

g Breakfast by: 

10TH Annual Charity Golf Outing 

8:30am Shotgun Start   
Four Person Scramble 

All proceeds to benefit: 

$125 PER GOLFER INCLUDES: 
BREAKFAST, GOLFER’S GIFT PACKAGE 

BAG HANDLING, GREENS FEES, 2 BEVERAGE TICKETS  
LUNCH SERVED IMMEDIATELY AFTER EVENT 

Make check payable to: 
Knights of Columbus Council 15821 

For questions or to make a donation please text or call: 
Lou Nagy Bruce Crisman 
Cell: 516-835-4273 Cell: 941-232-8450 
Email: lounagy51@gmail.com Email: gma53crisman@gmail.com 

RAFFLES FOR CASH & PRIZES: 
50/50, SILENT AUCTIONS, PRIZE DRAWINGS,  

GOLF COURSE GIFT CERTIFICATES, THEMED GIFT BASKETS 
DOOR PRIZES 

CONTESTS: 
• HOLE IN ONE – Sponsored by:  

1st Hole in One Wins a New Car!!! 

• Men & Ladies:  
o Top Teams 

 

o Closest to the line 
 o Closest to the pin 

0 
o and more… 

o 0 

Council#15821 

7am – 7:45am Registration & 



GOLFER’S CARE PACKAGE  

O
ur Lady of Mt Carm

el

K
nights of Columbus Golf Outin

g

$125 PER GOLFER INCLUDES: 

RAFFLES FOR CASH & PRIZES: 
50/50, SILENT AUCTIONS, PRIZE DRAWINGS,  
GOLF COURSE GIFT CERTIFICATES, THEMED GIFT BASKETS 
DOOR PRIZES 

CONTESTS: 
• HOLE IN ONE – Sponsored by:  

1st Hole in One Wins a New Car!!! 
• Men & Ladies:  

o Top Teams 
o  

o Closest to the line 
o  o Closest to the pin 

o 0 
o and more… 

o 0 

Council#15821 

SCRAMBLE FORMAT,  

BAG HANDLING, GREENS FEES,  

LUNCH IMMEDIATELY AFTER EVENT 

GOLFER’S GIFT PACKAGE, 

2 BEVERAGE TICKETS,  

ONLY THE FIRST 120 GOLFERS WILL BE ACCEPTED 

Saturday, April 26, 2025 
at The Waterford Golf Club 

Venice, FL 

For questions or to make a 
general donation please text, 

call or email: 
 

Lou Nagy (516) 835-4273 
lounagy51gmail.com 

 
Bruce Crisman (941) 232-8450 

gma53crisman@gmail.com 
 

 If paying by check, make 
payable to:  

Knights of Columbus 
Council 15821 

 
Mail registration to: 

Lou Nagy 
129 Rimini Way 

North Venice, FL 34275 
 

 
THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT 

 Name (1)    

 Email    

Phone 

 Name (2)    

 Email    

Phone 

 Name (3)    

 Email    

Phone 

 Name (4)    

 Email    

Phone 

BREAKFAST,  



 

  

Saturday, April 26, 2025 
at The Waterford Golf Club 

Venice, FL O
ur Lady of Mt Carmel

K
nights of Columbus Golf Outin

g

10TH Annual Charity Golf Outing 

All proceeds to benefit: 

SPONSORSHIP INFORMATION 

Make check payable to: 

Knights of Columbus Council 15821 

For questions or to make a donation please text or call: 
Lou Nagy Bruce Crisman 
Cell: 516-835-4273 Cell: 941-232-8450 
Email: lounagy51@gmail.com Email: gma53crisman@gmail.com 

Council#15821 

Name as you wish it to appear in the program (please include business card for scanning) 

Business Name: 

Business Phone: 

Address: 

City: Zip: 

Email: 

Sponsorship Level: 

Amount: $ 

Contact Name: 

Contact Phone: 



GOLFER’S CARE PACKAGE  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

O
ur Lady of Mt Carm

el

Council#15821 

Saturday, April 26, 2025 
at The Waterford Golf Club 

Venice, FL 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT 

EVENT SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES 
DIAMOND SPONSOR   $1000 
Includes: 2-hole signs, lunch & opportunity to speak, 
PowerPoint Presentation, Listing in Program, Sponsors 
Banner, Plaque of Appreciation, Table Signs, Business Cards 
in Golfer Gift Package 

PLATINUM SPONSOR   $500 
Includes: 2-hole signs, PowerPoint Presentation, Listing in 
Program, Plaque of Appreciation, Table Signs, Business 
Cards in Golfer Gift Package 
 
GOLD SPONSOR   $300 
Includes: 1-hole sign, PowerPoint Presentation, Listing in 
Program, Certificate of Appreciation, Business Cards in 
Golfer Gift Package 
 
SILVER SPONSOR   $200 
Includes: 1-hole signs, PowerPoint Presentation, Listing in 
Program, Certificate  of Appreciation 
 
BRONZE SPONSOR   $100 
Includes: Listing in Program, Certificate  of Appreciation 
 

MEAL SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES 
LUNCH SPONSOR   $2000 
Includes: Lunch & opportunity to speak to participants, 
PowerPoint Presentation, Listing in Program, Sponsors 
Banner, Plaque of Appreciation, Table Signs, Business Cards 
in Golfer Gift Package 
 
DRINK SPONSOR   $1000 
Includes: 2-hole signs, Lunch & opportunity to speak to 
participants, PowerPoint Presentation, Listing in Program, 
Sponsors Banner, Plaque of Appreciation, Sponsored Drink 
Tickets, Business Cards in Golfer Gift Package 
 
BREAKFAST SPONSOR   $500 
 

For questions or to make a 
general donation please text, 

call or email: 
 

Lou Nagy (516) 835-4273 
lounagy51gmail.com 

 
Bruce Crisman (941) 232-8450 

gma53crisman@gmail.com 
 

 
If paying by check, make 

payable to:  

Knights of Columbus 
Council 15821 

 
Mail registration to: 

(or we can coordinate pick up at your convenience) 

Bruce Crisman 
108 Cavallini Drive 
Nokomis, FL 34275 

 

 

K
nights of Columbus Golf Outin

g

Includes: 2-hole signs, PowerPoint Presentation, Listing in 
Program, Plaque of Appreciation, Table Sign, Business Cards 
in Golfer Gift Package 
 





Print Me Out & Hand To A Friend !!! 
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